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• Strategic context – the future of technical education

• Reforms overview 

• Level 3 technical qualifications reform

• Level 3 academic qualifications reform 

• Q&A

Please put questions in the chat and we will answer them at the end.
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Context: the reformed technical education landscape
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Qualifications ReviewApprenticeships
Paid work

20% off the job training

End Point Assessment

Occupational standards

Employer-led description of the Knowledge, Skills and Behaviours needed for 

competence in individual occupations

T Levels
16-19 year olds

Classroom based

Industry placement

Mix of practical tasks and 

exams

Other L3 technical 

qualifications

Higher Technical 

Qualifications
Adults and young people

Classroom based

Aligned to standard but 

with flexibilities

Occupational maps

Describe the distinct occupations that exist within 15 technical routes

owned by the Institute of Apprenticeships and Technical Education

T Level Transition 

Programme
For 16-19 learners

Builds essential skills to 

enable entry to a T Level

Other L2 technical 

qualifications

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 7

Level 6

L3 academic 

qualifications 

(Not including A 

Levels)

L2 academic 

qualifications

(Not including 

GCSEs)

Example

Route: Health and Science

Pathway: Health

Examples of occupational standards at 

different levels in the Health pathway

Professional occupations

• Doctor (L7)

• Paramedic (L6)

Higher technical occupations

• Healthcare Assistant Practitioner (L5)

• Mammography Associate (L4)

Technical occupations

Level 3

• Dental Nurse (L3)

Level 2

• Healthcare Support Worker (L2)



• Successive reviews (Wolf, Sainsbury) have found that the current qualifications system is overly complex 

and does not serve students or employers well.

• We are reforming the qualifications market at level 3 so that A levels and T Levels become the 

qualifications of choice.

• However we recognise that there will need to be other qualifications to support this core offer.

• Our level 3 reforms involve three stages:

• The first stage of our reforms removed qualifications with low or no enrolments.

• The next stage of the reforms will simplify and streamline the qualifications market by withdrawing 

funding approval from qualifications where they overlap with the new T Level offer.

• The third stage of the reforms will reform the remaining qualifications so that they have a clear 

purpose and are high quality. Qualifications must meet new criteria to secure funding approval.

We are streamlining the qualifications market
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20182016

Sainsbury Report

Expert panel found a 

compelling case for 

change and 

recommended 

comprehensive reform

April 2016

Post-16 Skills Plan

Govt. sets out vision 

for reformed technical 

education system

July 2016

T Levels 

consultation

Consultation on the 

implementation of T 

Level programmes

Nov 2017 – Feb 2018

First stage 

consultation

First stage consultation 

on overarching 

principles for level 3 

and below

Mar – Jun 2019

T Levels 

consultation 

response

Govt. commits to 

level 3 and below 

qualifications review

May 2018

Second stage 

consultation (L3) and 

call for evidence (L2B)

Second stage consultation on 

level 3 and call for evidence on 

level 2 and below

2020 - 21

The review is being staged over a number of years

JulApr

2017

Nov May

2019

Mar

2020 2021

Oct

2022

Jul

Level 3 policy 

statement

Level 3 policy statement 

and second stage 

consultation response 

published

Jul 2021

Low and no 

defunding

Removal of 

qualifications at level 3 

and below with low 

and no enrolments

Aug 2022

Mar

2023 2024

Final T Level 

overlap list

Final list of quals 

that overlap with 

wave 1/2 T 

Levels.

September 

2022

Aug

2025

Wave 3/4 T Level 

overlap

16-19 funding 

withdrawn from L3 

technical quals that 

overlap with wave 3 

and 4 T Levels

Aug 2025

Aug

Further reform (L3 

and below)

Reform of remaining 

qualifications at level 3 

and below from 2025/26 

onwards. Funding 

withdrawn from 

unreformed quals.

Aug 2025

Policy 

development 

phase

Implementation 

phase

MayAug

Level 2 and 

below (L2B) 

consultation
Consultation on 

quals at level 2 

and below

Mar 2022

No enrolments 

funding approval 

withdrawn
Removal of 

qualifications at level 3 

and below with no 

enrolments

Aug 2021

T Level overlap 

provisional list

Provisional list of 

quals that overlap 

with wave 1/2  T 

Levels (subject to 

appeal)

May 2022

Sep

Wave 1/2 T 

Level overlap

16-19 funding 

withdrawn from L3 

technical quals that 

overlap with wave 

1/2 T Levels

Aug 2024



• Qualifications no enrolments had funding approval withdrawn in Aug 2021 and those with low and no enrolments will have funding 

approval withdrawn in Aug 2022

• Qualifications that overlap with T Levels will have funding approval withdrawn in 2024 or 2025 (see table)

• From 2025/2026 academic and technical qualifications must meet new criteria. All others will have funding approval withdrawn.

• T Level overlap and academic and technical quals reform will be phased in groups as shown in the table. Academic qualifications that 

align to a technical route will be phased with that route; qualifications that do not align to a route, including large academic qualifications 

and cross-cutting qualifications, are covered in the final group.

Reforms happen in three stages
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T Level overlap Reform of technical and academic 

qualifications

List 

published

Funding 

approval 

withdrawn

Approval 

process

Reformed 

qualifications taught, 

unreformed 

qualifications funding 

approval withdrawn

Digital, Construction 

& The Built 

Environment, 

Education & 

Childcare, Health & 

Science

Initial list 

in May 

2022; final 

list in Sep 

2022.

1 Aug 2024 2022-2023 1 Aug 2025

Engineering & 

Manufacturing

2023 1 Aug 2025 2022-2023 1 Aug 2025

All other academic 

and technical 

qualifications1

2023 1 Aug 2025 2023-2024 1 Aug 2026

Reformed academic and 

technical qualifications

Approval of 

academic and 

technical 

qualifications

T Level 

overlap

Not reformed 

/ not 

approved

Low and no 

enrolments



• We published on 11 May a provisional list of qualifications that overlap with T Levels, and which (subject 

to appeal) will have funding approval withdrawn on 1 August 2024.

• 160 qualifications are on the list, less than 10% of the total at this level.

• The list covers qualifications aligned with the first two waves of T Levels. That means those in Digital, 

Construction & The Built Environment, Education & Childcare, and Health & Science.

• To be included on the list a qualification must meet all three of these criteria:

• Is it a technical qualification, in that it primarily aims to support entry to employment in a specific 

occupational area(s)? 

• Are the outcomes that must be attained by a person taking the qualification similar to those set out 

in an occupational standard covered by a T Level? 

• Does the qualification aim to support entry to the same occupation(s) as a T Level?

• Awarding organisations can appeal if they believe a qualification on the list does not meet one or more 

criteria or meets one of the exemptions. Providers concerned about the inclusion of a qualification on the 

list should get in touch with the relevant awarding organisation

• The same process will apply to the remaining T Level waves in 2023, with funding approval withdrawn 

from 1 August 2025.

Qualifications that overlap with T Levels will have funding approval 
withdrawn
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The new level 3 qualification landscape
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Funding Level 3 qualification types

Technical 

qualifications

Primarily 

designed to 

support 

progression to 

skilled 

employment/ 

further technical 

training

Academic 

qualifications

Primarily 

designed to 

support 

progression to 

further/higher 

education

16-19 only*

16-19 and 

adult

T Levels

*We are considering how T Levels could be made 

available to adults, subject to future SR settlements.

**Access to HE Diplomas are primarily funded for adults, 

and for 16-19s in exceptional circumstances.

Adult only

16-19 and 

adult

Quals delivering competence against an occupational standard not

covered by T Levels

Quals delivering competence against an occupational standard 

covered by T Levels

Specialist technical qualifications

Smaller technical qualifications offering transferable skills e.g. Digital

A/AS levels

Small (1 x A level size) quals that can be taken in a mixed study 

programme alongside A levels. Includes subjects where there are A 

levels if they are priority areas (e.g. STEM) and subjects A levels 

don’t cover that support HE progression (e.g. health and social care)

Large (3 x A level size) quals that can be taken as an alternative to A 

levels in areas less well-served by A levels, supporting progression 

to HE. Could include subjects like performing arts, but will not 

overlap with a T Level

Other academic qualifications: IB Diploma, Access to HE Diploma**, 

Core Maths, Performing Arts Graded Examinations, Advanced 

Extension Awards, Extended Project Qualifications.

Clear distinction 

between 

technical and 

academic 

qualifications

Examples of qualifications

T Level in Building Services Engineering for Construction

Large Level 3 qualification in Customer Service

Level 3 Diploma in Adult Care

Specialist technical qualification in low carbon construction design

Level 3 ICT Systems and Principles

Small Level 3 qualification in Engineering

Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts

Route

Level 3 Advanced GCE in Psychology

Quals delivering competence for occupations without a standard but 

where there is employer demand



Two routes, three organisations – one process

Awarding 

organisation 

prepares 

qualification for 

submission

Single access point

DfE reviews 

necessity of 

qualification and 

passes to Ofqual

Ofqual reviews 

qualifications and 

provides feedback 

to DfE

IfATE reviews 

qualifications 

against its approval 

criteria with 

employer input 

where necessary

IfATE engages 

employers to 

validate that 

qualification meets 

employer needs

Ofqual reviews 

qualifications and 

provides feedback 

to IfATE

IfATE approval 

decision

DfE funding review 

&  decision & 

publication of 

approved list of 

qualifications 

Teaching of 

approved 

qualification

Academic pathway – qualification review stage

Technical pathway – qualification review stage

Funding approval stage

DfE

Institute for Apprenticeships and 

Technical Education

Ofqual

Multi agency/other



I want to appeal against the T Level overlap list, how do I do that?

• Awarding organisations may appeal the inclusion of their qualifications on the provisional overlap list. Detailed guidance is available online.

• Providers who are concerned about the inclusion of a qualification on the list are encouraged to get in touch with the relevant awarding organisation.

Why are there engineering qualifications on the T Level overlap list – they are in wave 3?

• Qualifications are included on the T Level overlap list on the basis of their purpose and content.

• Qualifications on the list must be technical in nature, designed to provide entry to an occupation covered by one of the wave 1-2 T Levels, and with content 

that overlaps with a standard covered by a T Level.

• A number of qualifications with “engineering” in the title have been included on the list because they overlap with occupations and/or standards from T 

Levels in the Construction And The Built Environment technical route.

• If a qualification relates to an occupation in an Engineering T Level then it would be excluded from the list. Evidence of this could form the basis of an 

appeal.

Will Sport and Performing Arts qualifications have to be reviewed?

• In future, academic and technical qualifications at level 3 will need to be approved in one of the categories shown earlier in this slide deck, or will have 

funding approval withdrawn.

• Sport and Performing Arts qualifications have been cited as examples of qualifications that might have a role as large academic qualifications in the future.

• Full details of the criteria for academic and technical qualifications will be published in Autumn 2022. 

Your questions
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-that-overlap-with-t-levels


Please put your questions in the chat and we will answer as many as possible.

More information available here:

• Guidance for providers and awarding organisations:

Review of post-16 qualifications at level 3 in England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Appeals guidance:

Qualifications that overlap with T Levels - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• If you have any further questions about the review, please raise them with your Territorial Team or contact 

Technical.EDUCATION@education.gov.uk

Questions?
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