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Covid-19 College Catch-up Funding and Remote Education - AoC 
Survey Autumn 2021 
 
The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents 90% of the 232 colleges in England 
incorporated under the Further and Higher Education Act 1992 and has several 
associate members. 
  
This survey was developed as part of AoC’s ongoing work to support colleges at 
this challenging time and to strengthen and immediately evidence our lobbying 
work on colleges’ behalf with Government and other key stakeholders.  The 
survey specifically looked to gather information on lost learning, catch up tuition 
and remote learning in relation to the pandemic. Questions cover remote 
education, assessment and exams, apprenticeships, the workforce, devices and 
connectivity, lost learning (for both new and continuing students), additional 
support and 16-19 Tuition Fund. 
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Responses 
 
79 colleges responded (34% of total in England). 
 

Type 
Number of 
responses 

Number of 
colleges in 

England 

Percent 
within 

type 
General further education college 68 163 42% 
Sixth form college 5 45 11% 
Specialist college 6 24 25% 
        
Total England* 79 232 34% 
        
Other 1     
        
Total survey responses 80     

*Excludes ‘Other’  
 

Region 
Number of 
responses 

Number of 
colleges in 

region 

Percent 
within 
region 

Eastern region 8 22 36% 
East Midlands 5 13 38% 
Greater London 9 33 27% 
North East 3 14 21% 
North West 16 41 39% 
South East 13 36 36% 
South West 8 22 36% 
West Midlands 8 24 33% 
Yorkshire and the Humber 9 27 33% 
        
Total England* 79 232 34% 
* Excludes ‘Other’    

 
 

For learners aged under 19, to what extent does the proportion of 
planned learning hours being delivered remotely vary by subject? 
 
1. 44% of respondents said that there was no variation by subject area to the 

number of planned hours being delivered remotely.  39% said that there was 
a small variation with 14% saying there was some variation and only 3% 
saying that the proportion of planned learning hours being delivered 
remotely varied a lot by subject. For those that were delivering some 
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elements of teaching and learning remotely, they said that any variation in 
planned hours was dependent on a number of factors including the level, the 
amount of hands-on practical activities required, suitability and learner 
competency. Many colleges said that they were delivering 100% face-to-face, 
whilst others said that they were offering a hybrid approach – especially 
where students have to self-isolate due to Covid-19. 
 

 
 

 
Assuming no further national restrictions, for learners aged under 
19, in the 2021/22 academic year have you adopted 100% face-to-
face delivery or a hybrid/blended delivery model? 
 
2. 69% of respondents said that they had gone back to 100% face-to-face 

delivery, with 31% opting for a hybrid/blended delivery model in 2021/22 for 
learners aged under 19.  
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What proportion of planned learning hours do you estimate will be 
delivered remotely in the autumn term? 
 
3. 44% of the colleges responding said that there would be no planned learning 

hours delivered remotely in the autumn term with them reverting to 100% 
face-to-face delivery.  A further 41% said that under 10% of their planned 
learning hours would be delivered remotely with the remaining 15% of 
respondents saying that there would be between 10% and 24.9% of planned 
learning hours delivered remotely.   
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If you have adopted hybrid/blended delivery model, what are the 
reasons for this? 

 
4. 57% of colleges said that the subject lent itself well to hybrid/blended 

delivery. 40% said that students had asked for hybrid/blended delivery.  20% 
said that hybrid/blended delivery resulted in improved learning outcomes 
and 17% said that teachers preferred it.  Only 7% said that hybrid/blended 
delivery was introduced as a cost efficiency measure. 40% of respondents 
cited other measures including that it was part of a wider college strategy to 
embed good digital skills in learning, teaching and assessment, but others 
said that they had staffing and space challenges due to increased 
recruitment which was driving a more hybrid delivery approach. Obviously, 
some colleges are offering remote delivery when students and/or staff have 
to self-isolate after either contracting or coming into close contact with 
someone with Covid-19.  Others said that core subject teaching was 100% 
face-to-face but that for one-to-one tutorials, careers appointment etc 
students were given the option of face-to-face or online.  

 

No hours
(100% onsite

face-face
delivery)

Under 10% 10%-24.9% 25%-49.9% 50% or more Don’t know
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Do you have any students who were due to complete their 
qualification assessments in academic year 2020/21 but were unable 
to do so due to public health restrictions and so are still waiting to 
undertake their assessments? 

 
5. 56% of the colleges responding said that they still have students who are 

waiting to undertake their assessments from academic year 2020/21, which 
were postponed due to public health restrictions at the time.  42% said that 
they had no students with outstanding assessments to undertake.  
 
Of those colleges with students still waiting to undertake assessments from 
the last academic year, 88% are waiting for End-point assessments for 
apprenticeships, 62% are waiting for work-place assessments, 26% are 
awaiting FSQs and a further 26% are yet to undertake other types of 
assessments.   
 
The backlog in assessments from the last academic year tend to be spread 
across technical vocational areas including construction and the built 
environment, health and social care, engineering, hospitality and catering, 
hair and beauty, AAT, sport, and childcare.  Some colleges indicate that 
delays to assessments has resulted in some students dropping out. Some 
said that backlogs were also due to availability of EQA and completion of 
EPAs as well as material shortages. One college in particular cited issues with 

Student
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functional skills, having a significant number of students who did not pass 
last year and who are still working with the college on retakes. 
 
12% believed that their assessment backlog would be cleared in one month, 
with 46% believing it would be between one and 3 months and a further 42% 
saying it would take more than 3 months to clear. 
 
 

 
 

 
What was the impact for (a) your students and (b) your college of: 
some VTQ results being issued on the same days as GCSE and A 
Level results? 
 
6. 67% of responding colleges said that there was no impact to student having 

VTQ results issued on the same days as GCSE and A Level results. Similarly, 
63% said there was no impact on the college.  24% said it had had a positive 
impact on students and 23% said it had had a positive impact on the college 
itself.  9% said that it had had a negative impact on students and 14% said it 
had a negative impact on the college.  
 

7. Colleges said that the results days being brought forward put pressures on 
staff and has prolonged the already busy enrolment period. In some colleges, 
FE and HE enrolments are handled by the same team placing undue pressure 
on some teams where normally the enrolments for these different groups of 
learners would be spread out. Some colleges voiced concerns around not 
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having staff available to provide advice and guidance on progression 
opportunities.  
 

8. In terms of positive impact for learners, colleges were able to provide all 
outcomes at the same time meaning that if a student had undertaken an A-
level alongside a National Award at level 3, for example, the student would 
receive all these at the same time. Colleges were also able to confirm 
achievement data for all reported results within the same time frame, giving 
students more efficient and timely confirmations of progression. There was 
also the positive aspect of being able to recognise and celebrate vocational 
achievements together with and at the same time as academic achievements, 
but many colleges still reported vocational celebrations being overshadowed 
by the strong focus on the day 'traditionally' being referred to as 'A-Level 
Results Day' in the media.    
 

 
 

What was the impact for (a) your students and (b) your college 
of: both results days happening in the same week? 
 
9. 73% of colleges said that both results days happening in the same week had 

no impact on students and 54% said it had no impact on the college.  19% of 
colleges said that it had a positive impact on students, whereas only 8% said 
it had a negative impact on students.  16% believed moving the results days 
to the same week had a positive impact on the college, but 29% felt that it 
had been a negative experience.  
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10. Most colleges that felt there was a negative impact on the college said that 
the main issue was staffing availability due to pre-booked annual leave. As 
mentioned previously, the administration and processing times impact on 
the same teams in a short window of time, creating a greater administrative 
burden. Some colleges reported having to rely on volunteers and ‘goodwill’. 
 

 
 

What was the impact for (a) your students and (b) your college 
of: both results days being earlier in August than in previous years? 

 
11. Moving both results days to earlier in August than in previous years was not a 

positive experience for over half of colleges, with 54% saying it had a negative 
impact on the college probably, in part, due to having to bring staff back from 
annual leave than would normally be the case. 24% said it had no impact on 
the college and 22% said it had been a positive experience for the college. In 
terms of impact on students, 46% of colleges said the earlier results day had 
no impact on students with a further 28% saying it had a negative impact and 
27% saying it had a positive impact on students. 
 

12. Colleges said that it was difficult to give staff a proper break in the summer 
due to results being so early.  Many also said that the gap between results 
and students starting was too long and would not want results to be released 
as early again. Some however said that the earlier dates left them with more 
time to plan logistics such as bus routes, exam and learning support etc. 
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13. Many colleges reported that many of their students were on holiday and 
were unable to come in to collect in person due to the earlier results day. 

 

 
  
If a new Covid outbreak necessitated a return to remote delivery, 
would you be able to continue to deliver the majority of your 
Apprenticeship provision?  
 
14. 81% of colleges said that they would be able to continue to deliver the 

majority of their Apprenticeship provision if a new Covid outbreak 
necessitated a return to remote delivery.  Only 19% said that they would 
struggle to continue to delivery their Apprenticeship provision. 
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If 'No' (you would not be able to continue to deliver the majority of 
your Apprenticeship provision), what are the main reasons why you 
would be unable to deliver your Apprenticeship provision remotely? 
 
15. Whilst 15% said that devices would be an issue, another 15% said that 

connectivity and internet access were a challenge and a further 10% said 
staffing resources would be an issue, 90% of those who said they would 
struggle to deliver their Apprenticeship provision if there was a new Covid 
outbreak gave other reasons as to why this would be the case.   
 

16. Colleges said it would depend on how long remote is.  Many Apprenticeships 
are very practical and need practical teaching and work experience. If these 
do not take place, then apprentices do not make sufficient progress. There 
could also be issues where the employer closes down due to a new Covid 
outbreak meaning that employers would not be in a position to properly 
support their apprentices and deliver the work-based experiences required. 
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Are you working with End-point Assessment (EPA) Organisations to 
ensure that apprentices can complete their EPA? 
 
17. 97% of colleges said that they are working with End-point Assessment (EPA) 

organisations to ensure that apprentices can complete their EPA. Only 3% 
were not. 
 

18. Colleges reported that they are in regular touch with EPA organisations and 
during the pandemic sought to find the best solutions for flexible and online 
assessment. Colleges also worked hard to reschedule delayed sessions with 
them. However, some colleges reported that some EPA organisations were 
more supportive and flexible than others. Others reported that a backlog of 
EPAs is causing concern due to a lack of EPA organisations and assessors in 
some sectors. 
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Have you utilised the flexibilities introduced by IfATE during Covid to 
support apprentices so they can complete their EPA? 
 
19. 92% of colleges have utilised the flexibilities introduced by IfATE during Covid 

to support apprentices so that they could complete their EPA.   
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If 'No' (you have not utilised the flexibilities introduced by IfATE 
during Covid to support apprentices to complete their EPA), why not? 
 
20. Of those colleges that answered ‘no’ 56% said that Apprentices could not 

meet all gateway requirements to complete EPA.  33% said that Apprentices 
unable to complete on/off the job training. 22% said that Apprentices were 
on a break from learning and a further 22% said that no flexibilities were 
available.   
 

21. 56% also said there were ‘other’ reasons for not using the flexibilities with 
some saying that Apprentices were not given the same flexibilities as their 
peers undertaken Academic qualifications. This meant that they were unable 
to achieve to expected end dates and not able to achieve full frameworks 
and/or standards. Furthermore, they are unable to progress to the next level, 
further delaying their progression and high qualification level. It was 
suggested that help in mitigating this risk in the change to the funding 
methodology would help. 
 
 

Besides the flexibilities introduced by IfATE, are there any other 
suggestions to alleviate the backlog of EPA which has built up during 
Covid? 
 
22. 75% of colleges suggested that the flexibilities introduced by IfATE should be 

retained to alleviate the EPA backlog.  52% of colleges felt that there should 
be more involvement of EPAOs in the review and approval of apprenticeship 
standards. Colleges also offered other suggestions to alleviate the EPA 
backlog including the introduction of minimum standard service levels for all 
EPAOs.  Some advocated the extension of flexibilities, rather than keeping 
them indefinitely, plus incentivising the use of employer premises for EPA.  
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Please rate the confidence and skills of your staff in teaching online: 
 
23. 65% of colleges rated the confidence and skills of their staff in teaching 

online as high, with 10% saying it was very high.  A further 25% said the 
confidence and skills in teaching online was medium.  No colleges said that 
staff confidence and skills was low or very low.   
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What contingency plans have you put in place for dealing with 
potentially high levels of workforce absence during autumn and 
winter? 
 
 
24. 80% of colleges said they would plan to use remote delivery as a temporary 

measure in the event of high levels of workforce absence.  61% were 
planning to offer seasonal flu jabs to their staff with 50% saying they would 
use agency staff and part-time/sessional staff. 20% said they would put in 
place temporary closures. Others said they would look at combining class 
groups where appropriate and look at the sequencing of curriculum delivery. 
 
 

What barriers (if any) do you envisage to the successful 
implementation of these contingency plans? 
 
25. Challenges with staff recruitment was seen as a significant barrier to the 

successful implementation of college contingency plans (73%), with funding 
being the second greatest challenge (63%).  30% said that parent and/or 
student engagement would be a barrier to implementation of contingency 
plans. Other barriers mentioned were attendance issues caused by travel 
problems or students working. Colleges are also seeing delays in other 
resources such as laptops and equipment.  Anti-vax campaigns and other 
"extreme" media statements/propaganda were also a concern to colleges. 
On staffing, some colleges are already experiencing issues due to the 
difficulties of recruiting appropriately experienced, qualified staff with critical 
shortages in construction, engineering and digital, amongst others. 
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To what extent will unvaccinated staff impact the delivery of your 16-
19 programmes? 
 
26. 26% of colleges said that unvaccinated staff would have a medium impact on 

programme delivery, with only 6% saying it would have a substantial impact.  
54% said it would be a low impact and 14% said it would have no impact.  
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Have the devices and connectivity support made available through 
the Get Help with Tech Scheme enabled you to ensure that every 16–
19-year-old enrolled at your college this autumn has either their own 
device or a college/GHWT device to access their learning online? 

 
27. 65% of colleges said that the Get Help with Tech (GHWT) Scheme did enable 

them to ensure that all 16–19-year-old learners have either their own device 
or have had access to one through the college or GHWT.  35% said the 
scheme had not helped them.  
 

28. Of the colleges that responded, 17 of them said that they were still in need of 
over 100 devices for learners to use, with one college saying they were short 
of 1500 devices. Where colleges were still short of devices, many said that the 
eligibility criteria was an issue and reported high levels of deprivation, lack of 
internet access and one device often being shared by numerous family 
members. Colleges also mentioned that there are some ESOL learners and 
foundation pathways students without the digital literacy skills needed to use 
devices effectively. Many colleges have seen growth in student numbers and 
new and increased cohorts require additional resources. GHWT applied to 
the last academic year and some colleges have been unable to recover 
laptops from students no longer studying at the college or those devices 
returned were damaged. Colleges serving rural communities said that it was 
not just an issue of devices but of access to good Wi-Fi.  
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To what extent is ‘lost learning’ impacting on the progress of your 
continuing 16-18 students undertaking full time programmes? 
 
29. 49% of colleges said that lost learning was having a medium impact on the 

progress of continuing 16-18 students.  23% said it was having a large impact 
with 10% saying it was having a very large impact on continuing 16-18 
students.  Only 13% said it was having a low impact and 5% that it was having 
a very low impact. 
 

 
 
On average, how does the progress of your continuing 16-18 
students compare to expectations for this point in the normal 
academic year? 

 
30. 59% of colleges said continuing 16-18 students were meeting expectations 

for this point in the normal academic year.  41% said they were performing 
below expectations.  No colleges said that continuing students were 
performing above expectations for this point in the academic year.  
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If you indicated 'performing below expectations', on average how far 
behind are continuing students as compared to this point in the 
normal academic year?  

 
31. The majority of responding colleges said that students were behind by 

between 1 and 4 months with students being more than 1 month to 2 
months at 24%, 2months to 3 months at 24%, 3 months to 4 months at 18%.  
A smaller number said that students were less far behind with 3% saying one 
to two weeks behind and 9% saying between 2 weeks and 1 month behind.  
Although numbers are smaller it is still a concern that some colleges are 
reporting students being behind by over 4 months, with 9% saying by 4 
months to 5 months, 6% saying between 5 months to 6 months and 9% 
saying students are over 6 months behind. 
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Please identify up to three subjects where continuing students have 
the greatest need for catch up support. 
 
32. Construction (40%) and Engineering and Motor Vehicle (34%) were the 

vocational areas where students had the greatest need for catch up. 
Similarly, in English and ESOL (Level 2 and below) at 45% and Maths (Level 2 
and below) at 54%.  The only areas reporting no need for catch up support 
were Travel and Tourism and Business Studies. All other subject areas 
required some catch up support to a lesser or greater degree.   
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Maths (L2 and below) 53.75% 
A Levels  17.50% 
SEND delivery 12.50% 
Employability 10.00% 

 
 
Have you identified any students that need to repeat up to a full 
academic year of 2020-21 study? 
 
33. 36% of colleges had identified students that needed to repeat up to a full 

academic year of 2020-21 study.   
 

 
 

 

If you have indicated you have identified students that need to 
repeat their final year, what proportion of your eligible cohort is this? 
 
Of those colleges that indicated they had identified students needing to repeat 
their final year, 79% of those colleges said that these learners made up 0.1% to 
3% of their cohort.  12% said that learners needing to repeat made up 3.1% to 
5% of their cohort and 9% said that learners needing to repeat made up 5.1% to 
10% of their cohort.  No colleges said that they had over 10% of their cohort 
needing to repeat a year. 
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If you have not offered any students the option of repeating their 
final year of study, why is this?  
 
34. For those colleges that did not offer students the option of repeating their final 

year of study, 85% said there was no student demand, 6% said there was a lack 
of capacity and 6% said there was a lack of staff resource. Those that gave other 
reasons for not offering the option of a repeat year, said that colleges was 
oversubscribed for 2021/22 and were at capacity.  
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Have you assessed the level of learning loss in new students?  
 

35. 75% of colleges said that they had assessed the level of learning loss in their 
new students.  21% said they were planning to with only 4% saying that they 
were not planning to. 
   

 
 
If you have assessed the level of learning loss in new students, 
how have you done this?  achieving? 
 

36. 75% of colleges used subject specific assessment. 62% used teachers’ 
qualitative assessments, 54% used off-the-shelf diagnostic tools with 50% 
using bespoke or in-house diagnostic tools. 
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Which of the following groups of students starting this academic  
year are most impacted by lost learning? 
 
37. 69% of colleges said that low attainers were the group of students most 

impacted by lost learning.  29% said it was middle attainers most affected with 
only 1% saying it was high attainers being impacted. 
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On average, how does the progress of your new students 
compare to expectations for this point in the normal academic 
year? 
 

38. 41% of colleges said that their new students were meeting expectations, in 
terms of progress, in terms of what would be expected for this point in a 
normal academic year.  59% said that new students were performing below 
what would be expected for this point in a normal year.  None of the colleges 
said that students were performing above expectations. 
 

 
 
If you indicated 'performing below expectations', on average how 
far behind are new students as compared to this point in the 
normal academic year?  

 
39. The majority of responding colleges said that students were behind by 

between 1 and 4 months with students being more than 1 month to 2 
months at 28%, 2months to 3 months at 15%, 3 months to 4 months at 17%.  
A smaller number said that students were less far behind with 2% saying one 
to two weeks behind and 13% saying between 2 weeks and 1 month behind.  
Although numbers are smaller it is still a concern that some colleges are 
reporting students being behind by over 4 months, with 6% saying by 4 
months to 5 months, 4% saying between 5 months to 6 months and 6% 
saying students are over 6 months behind. 15% said that the assessment tool 
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did not allow them to make this type of estimate.  
 
 
Please identify up to three subjects where new students have the 
greatest need for catch up support 
 

40. By far, the biggest concerns and need for catch up support in new students 
were in English and ESOL (Level 2 and below) at 64% and Maths (Level 2 and 
below) at 74%.  A Levels were at 26% with SEND delivery at 19% followed by 
the vocational areas of Engineering and Motor Vehicle at 17% and 
Construction at 16%.  No catch-up support was identified for the subject 
areas of Travel and Tourism, Media and Arts and Business.  All other subject 
areas ranged from 2% to 11% need for catch up.   
 

None or N/A 6.25% 
Health and social care 11.25% 
Early years and childcare 5% 
Sport and public services 2.50% 
Animal care 2.50% 
Engineering and motor vehicle 17.5% 
Construction 16.25% 
Computing and IT 2.50% 
Hair and beauty 8.75% 
Hospitality and catering 2.50% 
Travel and tourism 0.00% 
Media and arts 0.00% 
Business  0.00% 
English and ESOL (L2 and below) 63.75% 
Maths (L2 and below) 73.75% 
A Levels  26.25% 
SEND delivery 18.75% 
Employability 7.50% 

 
 
What (if any) support are you providing/planning to provide to help 
students ‘catch up’ above and beyond activity through the 16-19 
Tuition Fund?  
 
41. 74% of colleges said they were providing additional tuition above planned 

hours. 71% were providing online catch up materials. 69% were providing 
additional mentoring. 42% were planning additional learning during holidays 
with 39% offering an extended induction period.  Only 9% of colleges were 
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using additional external tutoring services and 6% were signposting students 
to additional external tutoring services. Only 2% said that they were not 
providing any additional support.  

 

To what extent is 16-19 Tuition Fund activity helping to mitigate 
the impact of lost learning for continuing students? 
 

42. 56% said that 16-19 Tuition Fund activity was moderately helping to mitigate 
the impact of lost learning for continuing students with 22% saying it was 
slightly helping.  16% said that it was largely helping with only 4% saying it 
was helping completely.  3% were not receiving any 16-19 Tuition Funding.  
 

 
 
Other comments on issues covered in the survey 
 

43. There was a recommendation that it would be helpful to check on how 
teachers and managers in the sector are feeling at the present time. Colleges 
feel that that agencies around colleges, e.g. ESFA, Ofsted, DfE etc, have 
returned to business as normal but the sector doesn’t feel as though it is in 
the same place. With planned qualification reforms, further hits to funding in 
terms of escalating cost bases, it is felt that staff in the sector are at serious 
risk of burnout. It would be extremely useful to try and assess this. 
 

44. Due to increased recruitment last year and this year many colleges have a 
staffing crisis in a number of subject areas. Colleges are struggling to recruit 
staff in specialist subjects and in English and maths, which is limiting the 
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ability to support students. One college said that “there are not enough 
teachers willing to work for our pay levels in FE”. 
 

45. Some colleges were seeing obvious impact of lost learning in A Level 
provision. For example, students have achieved Grades 6-7 in GCSE Maths, 
enabling them to access A Level Maths, however they have not covered the 
more challenging aspects of GCSE Maths and are therefore struggling at A 
Level. The 16-19 Tuition Fund does not support this because the students 
appear to have succeeded at GCSE. Colleges report that the Tuition Fund 
rules are so restrictive that it is difficult to use this funding for meaningful 
activities across the breadth of need. 

 
46. One college reported that their November resit numbers for English and 

maths are lower than in previous years due to new students lacking in 
confidence and making informed decisions that they are not yet ready to sit 
an exam. 
 

47. The point was made that catch up work is a long-term issue which cannot be 
addressed quickly in-year and therefore required recognition of this fact and 
with associated funding required over several years.  
 

48. Colleges were concerned about mental health of students and that there was 
no mention of this in the survey.  Colleges are dealing with massive increases 
in student mental health issues which also impact on learning and success. 
 

49. There is concern that Apprentices seem to be at more of a disadvantage than 
other learners, with one college saying that they felt as though the 
Government “don’t think that Apprentices have been impacted”.  More 
flexibilities are required to help with those Apprentices who have not yet 
achieved and are at risk of leaving the industry. Funding rules need to allow 
those waiting for EPA, once passed through the gateway, to be able to 
progress to next level. Further help to be able to sign up Apprentices, 
irrespective of employers, triggering the funding needs review - particularly in 
relation to micro companies.   

 
50. One college reported that the Tuition Fund allocation is coming too late. 

Colleges don't know what they will be receiving and won't receive it until 
Christmas. Given financial recovery, post-Covid, colleges are not in a position 
to 'float' these extra posts in the hope that funding is received later. Some 
are making the decision to only have Tuition Fund catch up activity from 
January to June, which will limit impact and make finding suitable staff even 
more of a challenge. 
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51. Many report that the greatest needs are not academic but focus on softer 

skills e.g., employability etc.  One college gave the example of their Level 3 
Public Services students who have left the college with outstanding grades 
and excellent destinations (university, the armed forces, apprenticeships) but 
lack the maturity, confidence, and communication skills of previous cohorts. 
 

52. Some colleges did say that they thought it was a bit too early to truly judge 
how far behind students are and that would be likely to emerge after 6 
weeks. They are particularly concerned with how ‘exam ready’ students are 
when this cohort may never have sat any formal exams.  Anecdotally, 
colleges are saying that the main issue is that new students have enrolled 
with inflated teacher assessed grades and that colleges are having to re-
teach some of the basics before students can make any progress on, for 
example, Level 3 programmes. 
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