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AoC Sport – Official Sportswear 

Supplier Tender  
About AoC Sport 

 
AoC Sport is the lead organisation for college sport and physical activity. We believe that 

sport and physical activity are essential components of college life, giving students 

significant advantages in education, employment and health. 

 

Our vision is for every college student to participate regularly in sport or physical 

activity. 

 

Our purpose is to promote, support and deliver college sport and physical activity. 

We work to: 

 

1. Promote - We champion the education, employment and health benefits of 

participation in sport or physical activity. 

 

2. Support - We are the trusted voice for college sport and physical activity, driving 

improvement, attracting funding for the sector and shaping the further education 

sporting landscape. 

 

3. Deliver - We design and deliver competitions, activities and advice that meet the 

needs of students, member colleges and external agencies. 

 

We deliver high quality, accessible competitive opportunities for college students across 

England. There are currently about 220 colleges in membership of AoC Sport and 175 

schools, academies and training providers taking part on our competitions. Over 18,000 

students take part in AoC Sport-organised league and cup competitions. Additionally, 

we run representative teams in men’s and women’s football, men’s and women’s 

hockey and netball. Winners of our nine regional tournaments, which cover 12 sports 

and attract over 7,500 competitors, progress to the annual National Championships. 

 

The AoC Sport National Championships is one of the largest annual sporting events in 

Great Britain, involving around 1600 college students and 300 staff.  2023 will be the 

43rd year of the Championships.   

 

English Colleges Football Association 
 

The English Colleges Football Association (ECFA) is the football delivery arm of AoC Sport 

and represents our brand for college football. As the sole further education partner to 



 

 

 

 

The Football Association, we are the trusted organisation to lead and manage the 

development of FE football nationwide. We exist to promote, support 

and deliver an outstanding football experience and educational services to students, FE 

institutions, their communities and our partners. Our five core objectives as detailed in 

our ECFA strategy are to: 

 

1. Deliver quality competitions 

2. Grow the game 

3. Develop the workforce 

4. Engage the community 

5. Exemplify effective governance  

In the 2021-22 season we supported more than 14,000 students to play in weekly ECFA 

competitions across 600 male and 110 female teams and delivered the England 

Colleges National Men’s and Women’s Representative Teams. Nearly 30,000 participants 

were engaged through college football hubs and a network of over 3700 dedicated 

college staff, apprentices and student volunteers have driven the development of 

football on the ground for students and the local community. 

 

http://www.aocsport.co.uk/content/uploads/2017/05/Strategy-2017-web.pdf


 

 

 

 

Sportswear Supply 

 
Through the course of our activities, AoC Sport and our partners/members require 

significant volumes of sportswear. These requirements can be split into two broad 

areas: 

 

1. Clothing worn by public facing AoC Sport staff, contractors and student athletes 

representing AoC Sport in competition. 

 

2. Clothing worn by student athletes at our multi-sport National Championships 

An outline of the requirements in each of these areas is provided below. 

 

Additionally, AoC Sport member colleges themselves require substantial volumes of 

sports kit and other clothing items for a range of purposes (staff uniforms, student 

playing and training kit, as well as specialist clothing for educational purposes, such as 

hair and beauty tunics and tabards, engineering/motor vehicle boiler suits). 

 

AoC Sport’s official sportswear supplier will therefore have the opportunity to market 

their products and services directly to 200+ member colleges and our other partners. 

 

Key benefits for AoC Sport official Sportswear Supplier include: 
 

- AoC Sport official sportswear partner designation 

- Brand visibility to 200+ member colleges via AoC Sport social media channels, 

website and e-news. 

- Trade stand at AoC Sport National Championships (2000+ students and staff) 

- Trade stand at AoC Sport National Conference 

- Branding on AoC Sport international representative team kit 

- Opportunity to present kit supply partnership offers to member colleges and 

associates 



 

 

 

 

AoC Sport Sportswear Requirements 

 
For AoC Sport staff kit, representative team kit and National Championships clothing, 

we require attractive, high quality items. We also require the shortest possible lead 

times and customer service that makes the ordering and delivery processes as easy as 

possible. 

The below kit requirements should be considered indicative of our needs. Specific 

numbers may vary from this. 

 

AoC Sport Representative Teams 

 
 Hoodie 

or mid 

layer 

top 

Tracksuit 

bottoms 

t- 

shirt 

Rain 

jacket 

Numbered 

Match 

shirt/dress 

 

Polo 

shirt 

  

  

Shorts 

or 

skort 

 

Socks 

Men’s 

Hockey  

24 24 24  24 24 24 24 

Women’s 

Hockey 

24 24 24 24 48  24 24 

Hockey 

staff 

8 8 8 8  8   

Netball 24 24* 24*  24    

Netball 

staff 

4 4 8      

Men’s 

football 

24 24 48 24     

Women’s 

football 

24 24 48 24     

Football 

playing kit 

    44  44 44 

Goalie’s kit     4  4 4 

Football 

staff 

10 10 20      

 



 

 

 

 

It is likely that all the above list of kit will be required in the first year of the contract. In 

subsequent years only new staff and players will require kit.  

 

ECFA volunteers and staff 
 

 Mid-

layer 

top 

Tracksuit 

bottoms 

T- 

shirt 

Polo Winter 

coat 

Replacement 

FA Women’s 

Football 

Apprentices 

20 20 60    Annually 

from year 2 

FA Women’s 

Football 

Apprentice 

Navigators 

   15  Annually 

from year 2 

ECFA 

Activators 

  200    Annually 

from year 2 

Football 

Staff  

5 5 15  5 Bi-annually 

ECFA 

Committee 

Members 

    20 Bi-annually 

 

National Championships 

 
We require the supply of sports leisure wear for the AoC Sport National Championships, 

which will be held in April 2023 and at a similar time in 2024 and 2025.  

We envisage that up to 2,000 athletes, team managers, coaches and AoC Sport staff will 

come together for the annual celebration of college sport. Participants are encouraged 

to purchase a hoodie or tracksuit top and most do so, with some also opting to 

purchase t-shirts and other items. In order to maximize sales, we would consider a low-

cost, unbranded hoodie if this was a more affordable product. 

 

The successful supplier will need to provide the following services: 

1. Online shop for colleges to order/buy kit direct, with appropriate discount codes 

provided. 



 

 

 

 

2. Online shop to have the capability to manage individual orders from students 

and large group orders from colleges. 

3. National distribution service, to deliver kit to colleges or individuals directly. 

4. Provision of high-quality kit with logo (AoC Sport) and regional team name clearly 

displayed. 

5. Provide samples of all kit colours available in sizes from small to extra-large to be 

returned to the supplier. 

6. Clarify if embroidery/screen printing is carried out in-house or by a third party. 

7. Provide AoC Sport with a breakdown of how many garments have been 

purchased from each region. 

8. Twelve different colours to be provided as set out in the table below. If these 

exact colourways cannot be provided, please state what similar alternatives you 

are able to offer. 

 

 

Team name Colour of kit Typical order per person 

Likely 

number 

of orders 

1 Eastern Navy blue with 

sky blue trim 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 
100-150 

2 East Midlands Red with white 

trim 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-150 

3 West Midlands  Royal blue with 

white trim   

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-200 

4 North West Black with red 

trim  

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-200 

5 North East Black with 

yellow trim 

 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-200 

6 Northern 

Ireland 

Green with 

white trim 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

10-30 

7 Yorkshire and 

the Humber 

Black with white 

trim 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-150 

8 South East  Navy with 

yellow trim 

 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-150 

9 London Black with 

maroon trim 

 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-150 



 

 

 

 

 

AoC Sport Staff Clothing (over three year period) 
 

30 x Tracksuit bottoms, 30 x base layer/hoodie, 60 x polo shirts (two per person), 30 x t-

shirt (one per person), 30 x waterproof jackets. 

 

 

Team name Colour of kit Typical order per person 

Likely 

number 

of orders 

10 South West Black with 

green trim 

 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 

100-150 

11 Scotland Blue 

 

Either tracksuit top or hoodie 

& T-shirt 10-30 

12 Volunteer Brightly 

coloured 

Polo shirt (two per person) & 

Rain jacket 
50-60 



 

 

 

 

Proposals 
 

AoC Sport is therefore pleased to invite partnership proposals from prospective 

sportswear supply partners. 

 

Please forward proposals to Dean.Hardman@aoc.co.uk and 

Andy.Perlejewski@aoc.co.uk by FRIDAY 5h August 2022. 

 

These proposals should include: 

 

- Name of sportswear brand(s) and company details 

- Confirmation of ability to fulfil requirements outlined above, including costs of 

items 

- Commercial terms, including proposed partnership fees, benefits in kind, 

activation ideas. AoC Sport has historically received a partnership fee from 

official clothing suppliers and we would anticipate this to be the case again. We 

will also consider additional commercial terms and benefits. 

- Details of fulfilment processes and arrangements, including deliveries and 

returns, ecommerce platforms or other relevant logistics. 

 

Next Steps 
 

Close of submissions – August 5th 

Meetings with prospective partners – August 5th-August 31st 

Final selection – September 2nd 

 

 

mailto:Dean.Hardman@aoc.co.uk
mailto:Andy.Perlejewski@aoc.co.uk


 

 

 

 

Appendix – Kit Specifications 
 

ECFA 

 

FA Women’s Football Apprentices – Red tops, Black trousers 

FA Women’s Football Apprentice Navigators – White Polos 

ECFA Activators – Red tops 

Football Staff - Navy Blue and Royal Blue 

ECFA Committee Members – Navy Blue  

 

Representative Teams 
 

Hockey – men’s - Red hoodie, navy polo, royal blue training top, red socks, navy blue 

socks, navy shorts, white playing top, red rain jacket. All kit to include player’s initials. 

Women’s - Red hoodie, black tracksuit bottoms, blue playing top, red playing top, red 

socks, blue socks, navy skort and black rain jacket. All kit to include player’s initials. 

 

Netball – Navy Hoodie (this has been red in the past and is at the discretion of the 

coach), black leggings. 

 

Football – players = Red mid layer, 3 x blue training top, shorts, socks, rain jacket, black 

Trousers.  

 

Representative team staff = Navy Blue with white trim midlayer, 2 x polo shirts, 1 

training shirt, thermal jacket 

 

AoC Sport Staff Clothing 
 

Navy blue hoodie/mid layer, navy blue and white polos, navy blue t-shirt, navy blue rain 

jacket and navy-blue tracksuit bottoms. 

 

National Championships Clothing 
 

As highlighted in the sections above. 

 


