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The next phase of inspections – further 
education and skills

▪ Phased return to inspection.

▪ New provider monitoring visits from March 2021.

▪ Full inspections of new providers due their full inspection and monitoring 
visits to requires improvement and inadequate providers from June 2021.

▪ During the autumn term 2021, we intend to return to full inspection 
activity, including full inspections of all types of provider, subject to some 
assessment of conditions in September. This will largely involve a return 
to normal inspection.

▪ Inspection timescales have been extended to allow for the impact of 
COVID-19. This depends on a provider’s existing overall effectiveness 
grade or status. Details can be found in the further education and skills 
inspection handbook. For any specific queries, contact us 
on: fes@ofsted.gov.uk.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
mailto:fes@ofsted.gov.uk


Inspection handbook updated: 

The next phase of inspections

New section introduced outlining how our inspections have adapted due 
to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and recovery period covering:

▪ changes to our preparation, planning and processes to take account of 
COVID-19

▪ how we will approach understanding a college’s or provider’s curriculum 
following lockdown

▪ how we will consider remote education

▪ how we will use external data

▪ our expectations for leadership and safeguarding

▪ taking account of the lessening of opportunities for personal 
development during lockdown.

The handbook has been further updated in June 2021 to make it clear 
those changes will stay in place after the return to routine inspection. We 
will review this in March 2022.



Ensuring inspection safety

The lead inspector will discuss in their initial call:

▪ the relevant COVID-19 restrictions

▪ how inspectors can work effectively within the 
protective measures in place

▪ the type of activities needed to gather evidence for the 
inspection

▪ what impact the restrictions have had on the provider 
and its improvement work.
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Leaders may request a deferral as set out in our published 
guidance.



Review of safeguarding and sexual 
harassment

▪ Review published during summer: Review of sexual abuse in 
schools and colleges - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

▪More visits to schools, but colleges were involved.

▪ As a result:
▪ inspectors will ask about measures to safeguard female learners

▪ inspectors will want to see records of any reported safeguarding 
concerns or harassment complaints

▪ inspectors may want to meet with single gender groups

▪ steps taken by staff, leaders and managers will be reflected in L&M 
grade.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges


T-levels and meeting local skills needs

▪ T-level survey:
▪ not inspections 
▪ to begin in autumn term
▪ colleges affected have been notified
▪ no grades, no individual judgements or reporting.
▪ T Levels out of scope in full inspection until 2023

▪Meeting local skills needs
▪ DfE project arising from FE White Paper – connected to proposals for 

LSIPs and other measures
▪ likely to involve comment from Ofsted on ways that colleges meet 

local/regional or other skills needs
▪ early piloting to begin later in autumn term – volunteers welcome.
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Sources of information
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GOV.UK

Primary source is the further education and skills inspection handbook.

For more general information about inspection under the EIF go to:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/education-inspection-framework.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/education-inspection-framework


Ofsted on the web and on 
social media

www.gov.uk/ofsted

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted

www.youtube.com/ofstednews

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews

www.twitter.com/ofstednews

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted
http://www.youtube.com/ofstednews
http://www.slideshare.net/ofstednews
http://www.twitter.com/ofstednews


Lost learning – research project

• Undertaking urgent research to evidence lost learning to support DfE 
submissions to HMT

• Results data shows grade inflation on GCSEs and A’ levels – we are doing 
our own analysis on the results

• Aim to evidence learning loss by analysing initial assessments & use of 
diagnostic tools

• We will be looking to gather sample sets of data from a set of colleges –
big enough to be representative but not too big as to be unwieldy

• Will look at impact on loss of English and Maths. Academic, vocational and pastoral / 
enrichment.

• Looking to support a case for more hours, separate to the case for a base 
rate increase. 

• Let us know if you would like to be involved via – David.Corke@aoc.co.uk

mailto:David.Corke@aoc.co.uk

