
 
 

 

Home Affairs Select 

Committee Immigration 

Inquiry 
A submission from the    

Association of Colleges: January 2017 



 

1 

 

Background 

 

The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents and promotes the interests of 308 

further education (FE) colleges and sixth form colleges established under the 

Further and Higher Education Act 1992.  

 

Colleges are inspirational places to learn because education and training is 

delivered by expert teaching staff in industry-standard facilities. From basic skills 

to postgraduate degrees, colleges offer first rate academic and vocational 

teaching, in a range of professions including engineering, hospitality, IT, 

construction and the creative arts.  

 

 

Committee Terms of Reference 

The Home Affairs Committee states that this is to be a wide-ranging inquiry.  

The Association of Colleges (AoC) welcomes the opportunity to provide comments 

on future UK migration and immigration policy. Further education colleges 

provide high-quality technical and professional education and training for young 

people, adults and employers. They prepare over three million students with 

valuable employability skills, helping to develop their career opportunities.  

For the purpose of this submission, AoC’s comments focus on the benefits and 

impact of migration for our two main stakeholder groups – college students and 

college staff. 

 

Economic Impact of Colleges  
 

1. The UK government is currently developing a broad industrial strategy 

which will include a focus on increasing exports and developing new 

markets.  The UK has one of the leading higher education systems in the 

world, but there remains untapped potential in regards to its further 

education sector. Students aged 19+ in further education generate an 

additional £70 billion for the economy over their lifetimes. 

 

2. There is growing interest across the world in improving technical education 

from countries such as India and China, and provides opportunities for the 

UK Government to capitalise on its historic strengths and to help its strong 

autonomous colleges work with partners in other countries as part of 

education-only initiatives or to support larger trade deals.  
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3. This already occurs in China, India, Brazil and Saudi Arabia and could be 

further replicated. An inflexible approach to student immigration especially 

as the UK prepares to leave the European single market, as the Prime 

Minister has made clear, could not only prevent any progress in this area, it 

risks setting things back.  

 

Impact on College Students 

 
4. Colleges play a vital role within their local communities. The average 

college student body is diverse and welcomes students from all ages, 

backgrounds and nationalities onto its courses.  

 

 According to the UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA), 

there has been over a 50% reduction in the number of international 

students attending further education colleges.  

 At a time when the Government needs to review alternative 

approaches to immigration for EU citizens, they should ensure that 

international students, both EU and non-EU, are excluded from net 

migration policies and recognise them as a special category of 

particular economic importance to the UK. 

 AoC believe that future immigration policy should ensure that colleges 

can continue to enrol students with broad-ranging status in the UK, 

including those with asylum seeker or refugee status where 

appropriate. 

 Students applying to college should continue to be assessed fairly and 

in accordance with the Equality and Diversity Act 2010. 

 Post the UK’s exit from the European Union, AoC do not wish to see the 

current complex Tier 4 arrangements for international student 

applications also apply to EU students wishing to study in the UK. 

 The Erasmus+ European-funded programmes provide excellent 

opportunities for home college students to gain work experience and 

employability skills in another country. Since 2014, there have been 

over 23,000 vocational and educational training (VET) mobilities under 

Key Action 1, and over €25m in funding awarded to UK colleges for VET 

mobility programmes. Beyond the current lifecycle of the programme 

to 2020, UK students would greatly benefit from the continuation of the 

Erasmus+ programme or the opportunity to participate in a similar, 

funded programme. 

 

Impact on College Staff 
 

5. The UK has a strong international education network. This network 

includes representative organisations across the college, university, English 

language and independent school sectors, in addition to qualification and 

educational equipment providers. This network meets regularly and 
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provides an excellent platform for the Government to engage and consult 

on common themes such as immigration policy.  

 

6. It is imperative that any future immigration policy is balanced against both 

economic policy and international trade. Whatever the UK government’s 

trade offer to overseas markets will be, it needs to be attractive to 

international markets. This includes an approach to student visas that 

recognises the economic benefits brought by international students and 

inbound international education business. 

 

7. Immigration policy needs to protect the rights and status of the 2-4% of 

college staff in England who are from the European Union. This figure 

encompasses all college roles and includes current English college 

principals from within the EU. 

 

8. It would be highly damaging to national interests to make any changes to 

immigration policy that would cause staff shortages in specialist areas 

within colleges. Maths, engineering and language subjects all benefit from 

the flexibility to hire staff from within the UK and the European Union. 

Salaries to join a public-service profession such as further education 

teaching (£30k p.a. approx.) already compete with attractive private sector 

salaries. Every effort is required to recruit the right skills base to teach the 

UK’s workforce of the future. 

 

Ofsted and Tier 4 Licenses 

 
 AoC believe that the Government should immediately review its default 

educational oversight measure for Tier 4 license applications from 

publicly funded English further education providers. 

 

9. Under existing guidance criteria outlined by the Home Office, a requisite to 

institutions holding a Tier 4 sponsorship that are assessed by more than 

one educational oversight body is that the institution achieve the ratings 

required in both inspections. These requirements for FE providers are both 

a ‘Good or Outstanding’ Ofsted rating, as well as QAA requirements that 

providers ‘meet expectations and satisfactorily mange its responsibilities 

for the management of academic standards’.  

 

10. Ofsted inspections do not always incorporate international provision, and 

the current grading systems in place at the inspectorate do not 

automatically assess specific international support services provided by 

colleges to international students. 

 

11. AoC would gladly work together with UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) and 

the Home Office to design a more sophisticated and appropriate set of 
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educational oversight measures. The introduction of the educational 

oversight measure using the Ofsted grading system has forced English 

colleges who have been successful in recruiting international students to 

cease operations should they not achieve grades 1 or 2. 

 

12. Ofsted has taken a more stringent line in recent inspections of colleges 

because of its concerns about the achievement of younger students in 

English and maths GCSE resits. The number of students taking resits has 

doubled because of existing Government policy that every 18-year-old 

should have achieved GCSE standard and the consequence is that a 

number of FE colleges have Ofsted judgements that they ‘require 

improvement’.  

 

13. The impact this has on international provision is that some colleges with 

long-standing and important trade links have lost their Tier 4 license 

because of the way in which the Ofsted judgement applies, as Ofsted 

inspectors do not review international education. Higher education or in-

company training provided by colleges and Ofsted's approach to the sector 

is being reviewed by the new Chief Inspector to ensure that it is 

appropriate and accurate. 

 

 

 

 


