
 

 

 

Colleges and 2020 spending review 

Recommendation Thirteen 

16-18 student numbers 

44. The numbers of 16-to-18-year-olds in England reached a low point in 2019 and 

is now rising by around 2% a year. The current participation rate might well rise 

from current levels (94% at age 16, 84% at age 17). DfE does not publish 

projections for numbers in education in Year 12 and above (16, 17 and 18) but, 

assuming consistent participation rates, we estimate there will be 90,000 more 

young people in education by 2024-5 and even more later in the decade . There 

are several reasons for expecting an increase in education participation after the 

age of 16: 

 

• Before the pandemic, around 25,000 16 year olds started apprenticeships 

each year. There has a downward trend since 2017 because private and 

public sector employers have focused their attention on older, better 

qualified apprentices. The reduction in apprenticeship starts in 2020 has 

accelerated. 

 

• The option for 16 and 17 year olds to take jobs without training in 

sectors like leisure and hospitality has also diminished. 

 

45. DfE needs to act to ensure that young people, employers and colleges can be 

certain their apprenticeship training can be funded.  There is a social and 

economic case for DfE to reduce numbers dropping out at 16 and 17 to ensure 

that no young person is left behind. The risk in not acting is that the young 

people with the worst GCSE performance (or no GCSEs at all) will not be in 

useful education or training. 

Proposal Thirteen:  Increase in the population of young people 

HM Treasury should work with DfE to ensure that 100,000 more funded places are 

available by 2024-5 to ensure that with a rising population of young people, nobody 

is turned away from education or an apprenticeship. 
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