
 

 

 

Colleges and 2020 spending review 

Recommendation Fourteen 

Closing social and class gaps in 16-to-18 education 

46. Education funding leaves young people from poorer families behind once they 

reach the age of 16. The squeeze on funding in the 2010s has limited access to 

education for young people at a time when the relative child poverty rate is at a 

record 34%. The Social Mobility Commission has noted a gap between the 

young people who stay in school sixth forms (who on average, are better off) 

and those who move to college or apprenticeships. 8% of sixth form pupils in 

schools were on free school meals at 16 compared to 16% of those in colleges. 

Despite this DfE’s funding policies protect and prioritise school sixth forms over 

other places of study. These decisions have further consequences for the most 

disadvantaged young people. Just 35% of those who were on Free School 

Meals (FSM) at 16 achieve Level 3 by age 19. 

 

47. An effective way for DfE to level up achievement between 16 and 18 would be 

to introduce a post-16 premium to help close the attainment gap by identifying 

and supporting students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Inexplicably the 

pupil premium, which has focused investment in schools, stops at age 16. The 

Social Mobility Commission has recommended a post-16 student premium 

should be introduced at a rate of £500 a student on the same eligibility criteria 

as the pre-16 fund (receipt of free school meals)  An alternative approach would 

be to build on the approach being used for Level 3 students in 2020-1. DfE will 

be paying a £750 supplement for students on Level 3 courses who do not have 

English or maths at grade 4 . The distribution method is important but most 

important of all is what this would represent - a government decision to 

prioritise 150,000 disadvantaged young people. 

Proposal Fourteen:  Pupil premium 

The pupil premium should be paid to 16,17 and 18 year olds 
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