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Summary 

 

1. The Office for Students would like to engage with providers regarding a small 

change to the Unistats data return.  As set out in the December 2021 HESA 

C22061 Notification of changes, the Office for Students (OfS) is considering 

asking for the return of HECOS codes instead of LCDS codes for all new courses 

for the C23061 collection in 2023.  We do not believe that this change will be 

overly burdensome for FECs, but we would like to get feedback so that we 

understand the impact of this potential change, particularly to identify if there is 

guidance that can be provided which will make this change easier to manage.   

 

2. OfS would also like to remind providers about the change to arrangements for 

submission of Unistats data for sub-contractual provision for this year (C22061).    

 

 

1. Returning HECoS codes instead of LDCS codes for new courses   

 

OfS is considering requiring HECOS codes to identify subjects for all new courses, 

whereas at present FECs can use either LDCS or HECOS codes in their Unistats return.  

This change would be implemented for the C23061 collection in 2023. 

 

• To clarify: OfS is not asking providers to submit HECoS codes for existing courses 

– OfS and HESA propose to undertake any necessary work to retrieve these from 

existing historic datasets. 

• About HECos codes: From AY 2019/20 a new subject coding system replaced 

JACS codes. This is the Higher Education Classification of Subjects (HECoS).  

HECoS describes the subject content of courses at UK higher education 

providers.  HECoS codes are required for the UCAS course data submission and 

are also required by SLC to determine a student’s entitlement and which part-

time courses are exempt from the Equivalent or Lower Qualification (ELQ) rule.  

More information about the SLC course data and HECoS codes required can be 

found here.   

 

The inclusion of HECOS codes will allow for the development of a new and more refined 

filter tool on the Discover Uni website than currently possible. This will form part of a 

new series of subject profiles and together, these will ensure potential applicants 

searching for their courses get more relevant results.   

 

• For the C22061 collection, we are asking all providers, including Further 

Education Colleges (FECs), to include HECOS codes in their returns for new 

courses wherever possible.  FECs are able to return LDCS codes but encouraged 

to include HECoS codes.   

https://www.heinfo.slc.co.uk/resources/guidance/courses-management-service-user-guide/course-data-fields/course-details/


 

 

 

 

• Any providers submitting course data to UCAS can find the HECOS codes in UCAS 

unistats reports downloads: course and prog IDs are columns D & E; HECOS 

codes are in columns R-V.  Course HECoS codes may also be available from 

providers’ SLC data return. 

 

2. Subcontractual and collaborative provision 

 

As notified in April 2021, from the C22061 return, the Unistats return should be 

submitted by the registering provider in all cases.  

 

An updated version of the Subcontractual and collaborative provision document will be 

made available in early 2022 to align the guidance for all providers across the UK. 

We would like to engage with Further Education Colleges to understand the impact of 

this change, particularly to identify if there is additional guidance that can be provided 

which will make this change easier to manage.   

 

The HESA guidance on Subcontractual and collaborative provision is due to be 

published shortly.  


