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• Intro from David (5 mins)

• Overview of key level 1 and entry level proposals for SEN 

students (5 mins)

• Q&A and discussion on this (15 mins)

• Overview of PSE proposals (5 mins)

• Q&A and discussion on this (15 mins)

• Cross-cutting areas and AOB for discussion (5-10 mins)

Agenda
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Level 1 – Grouping principles
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• Summary of proposals:

We propose to fund level 1 qualifications which

support progression onto a level 2 technical qualification that provides direct entry into a level 2 occupation, or

support progression, potentially via a level 2 qualification, to a level 3 qualification which provides entry to a level 3 occupation

• To be in scope for funding these qualifications must: 

• Be small to medium in size, with a guideline size of 120-280 GLH

• Be available to both 16 to 19 year olds and adults

• Example

• A level 1 qualification providing an overview of the catering and hospitality route, as well as
some introductory technical skills.



Entry Level – Grouping Principles
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• Summary of proposals:

• We propose to fund entry level 3 qualifications which lead directly to a level 1 pre- technical qualification

• To be in scope for funding these qualifications must:

• Be high-quality and equivalent to entry level 3

• Be small to medium in size (less than half the size of a 16 to 19 study programme), with a guideline size of 120-280 GLH

• Be available to both 16 to 19 year olds and adults

• Example

• A qualification providing an overview of the hair and beauty occupational route and providing a taster of different occupations within 
that route.



Questions?



Discussion 



• Discussion on Level 1 and Entry Level proposals:

• What are your views on the groups and the principles:

1. That their purpose should be to support progression… ?

2. The content (broad overview of route)…?

3. Size criteria…?

Level 1 and Entry Level Qualifications

7



• PSE qualifications can help young people and adults unlock their potential and progress into the 

next stage of their lives.

• These qualifications can be especially important for those with SEND, from disadvantaged 

backgrounds or who have no, or very low, prior attainment.

• Over time these qualifications have proliferated, leading to a complex system that is difficult to 

navigate and lacks clear markers of quality.

• We propose to address these issues by developing national standards that set out core content, 

knowledge, skills and behaviours. In future, only qualifications designed to meet the requirements of 

the standards would be in scope for funding approval.

• We propose to develop standards for qualifications that deliver:

o Personal and social skills

o Employability skills

o Independent living and life skills

• Recognising the diversity of the cohort and the need for flexibility, we will design the standards 

collaboratively with the sector and industry, drawing on their combined knowledge and expertise.

Personal, social & employability skills (PSE)
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Questions?



Discussion 



• Discussion on the PSE proposals:

1. Audience views on establishing national standards?

2. Specifics on standards - do the national standards cover the right content for 

SEND students?

3. Views on standalone qualifications?

Personal, social & employability skills (PSE)
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Discussion points:

1. Adults - do the proposals also serve the needs of adults in supporting their 

progression to good outcomes and clarity on that for SEND adults?

2. Across all different levels – do these proposals support SEND students beyond 

level 1 and entry level?

3. English and Maths

4. AOB

Additional cross-cutting issues
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Launch date: 2nd March 2022

Duration: 8 weeks

Closing date: 27th April 2022

Respond online: 

http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-2-and-
below

To help us analyse the responses, please use this online system wherever possible.

If, for exceptional reasons, you are unable to use the online system and require an 

accessible version, please contact:

By email: Post16level2andbelow.CONSULTATION@education.gov.uk

How and when to respond

http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-2-and-below
mailto:Post16level2andbelow.CONSULTATION@education.gov.uk

