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09 November 2021 
Dear David, 
 
Thank you for your recent letter, addressed to the Prime Minister, about the critical 
delivery role of further education (FE) colleges in achieving net zero and 
biodiversity ambitions. I am replying as the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Skills. 
 
The government is very aware of the challenges we face in our aim for net zero 
and is committed to supporting green skills across the country. This is 
demonstrated in our recent publication of the Net Zero Strategy, to which you 
refer. 
 
Building on the Skills for Jobs White Paper, the Net Zero Strategy sets out how our 
skills reforms will strengthen links between employers and providers, support 
workers in high carbon sectors with the transition, and help to build a pipeline of 
future talent. 
 
I note the recommendations in your Green College Commitment report, on which  
I have commented below. 
 
Compulsory climate and environmental education modules 
 
We publish 16 to 19 study programmes guidance, which is non-statutory guidance 
intended to support providers in understanding their obligations and duties in 
relation to 16 to 19 study programmes. It is for colleges to determine the content of 
the provision they deliver, and they are aware of the labour market transition to net 
zero and ensuring that appropriate provision is being delivered to support this.  
 
You can find this guidance on the GOV.UK website at: tinyurl.com/3MMM726J. 
 
We already have a range of existing programmes which support green skills for 
young people and adults. These include green apprenticeships, Skills Bootcamps, 
the Free Courses for Jobs Level 3 offer, and Institutes of Technology. 
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Bringing forward the Lifelong Loan Entitlement (LLE) to deliver the training needed 
in priority green sectors 
 
We set out initial steps needed for the LLE in the Skills for Jobs White Paper and 
have introduced key legislation as part of the Skills and Post-16 Education Bill, laid 
before Parliament on 18 May. We remain committed to delivering the LLE from 
2025. However, the detail and scope of the LLE will be open to consultation, with 
this engagement a critical part of delivering this transformation of student finance. 
We will consult on the scope and policy of the entitlement in due course, as part of 
our planned pathway to delivery from 2025. We are also working closely with 
representatives from across the education sector, as well as key delivery bodies to 
scope and design the necessary system changes.  
 
As part of the pathway towards the LLE, we will also trial short course provision at 
levels 4-6. This will support in-work adults to upskill and retrain and enable 
learners to flexibly build towards a full qualification in subjects crucial for net zero, 
including STEM and digital innovation.  
  
Investment through the National Skills Fund to meet demand in growth sectors 
 
A number of fully funded level 3 qualifications included in the Free Courses for 
Jobs offer, can support learners into green jobs. For example, we have included 
technical qualifications in Engineering, Electrical installation, Horticulture and 
Forestry. We are also delivering Skills Bootcamps, which are free, flexible courses 
lasting up to 16 weeks. Skills Bootcamps cover a range of skills areas, including 
those that support sustainability and the green industrial revolution, such as retrofit 
construction, electric vehicles, and woodland management. The Budget confirmed 
further investment through the National Skills Fund will reach £554 million by the 
2024-25 financial year. This will include extending the eligibility for free level 3 
courses to more adults and further expanding Skills Bootcamps, including the 
provision of green skills courses.  
 
FE workforce investment 
 
The refreshed level 5 Learning and Skills Teacher occupational standard includes 
a requirement for all FE teachers (regardless of subject) to integrate sustainability 
into their teaching, including through modelling sustainable practices and 
promoting sustainable development principles in relation to their subject 
specialism. The revised standard was ready for delivery as of 24 September. This 
occupational standard will form the basis of future FE teaching qualifications, 
confirming that all future FE trainee teachers (not just apprentices) will embed and 
promote these issues across their teaching, in all subject areas. This means that 
future learners in FE will receive training relevant to new developing growth 
sectors. This will support future skills supply by ensuring that all new FE teachers 
have a good level of skill and understanding in relation to teaching on 
sustainability. 
 
 
 
 



Investing £1.5 billion in the next three years in the capital budget to sustainably 
transform college estates 
 
The government is investing £1.5 billion through the FE Capital Transformation 
Programme to upgrade and transform FE colleges so they have the facilities they 
need to meet the current and future skills needs of employers, learners, and local 
communities. £200 million of this funding was allocated to all FE colleges and 
designated institutions last September and we are working in partnership with 
sixteen colleges to address some of the worst condition sites in the country.  
 
The first round of the FE Capital Transformation Fund launched in January 
allowing colleges to apply for funding to upgrade their estates. At the recent 
Spending Review, we announced £2.8 billion of capital funding for skills over the 
Spending Review period, including to improve the FE estate and invest in 
equipment and facilities employers need and support the rollout of T Levels. 
 
Thank you for writing on this important matter. It was very good to see you at 
COP26 - I look forward to working with you soon. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Alex Burghart MP 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Skills 
 

 

 


